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breed. After his visit to the Emperor, Nizamu'1-Mulk went
to the Jami* Masjid to say his (Zuhr) midday prayers, from
whence he proceeded to the house of the late I'timadu'd-
Daulah for condolence. Qamru'd-Din Khan, son of the late
rtimadu'd-Daulah, came on foot some distance from his
house to receive him. Nizamu'1-Mulk embraced him and
with great emotion advised him to resign himself to the
-will of the Almighty.

After a few days, the Emperor held a grand Durbar in
which Nizamu'1-Mulk was invested with the office of Prime
Minister and was given, by way of presents, a special robe,
jewels and an ornamental pen-case. The palace of Sa'dullah
Khan was also given to him for his residence.1

In this new position, Nizamu'1-Mulk found himself con-
fronted with a solid block of opponents who took delight in
putting obstacles in his way and creating difficulties for him.
Nor was it long before bitter personal rivalry broke out between
him and others. Nizamu'1-Mulk was anxious to maintain the
prestige of the throne. He did not like the Emperor to while
away his time in the company of low and profligate persons
by whom he was constantly surrounded. But his opponents
had too great an influence with the Emperor to be so easily
checkmated by the new Wazlr. A somnolent condition had set
in in the heart of the State. Every scheme of reform ini-
tiated by Nizamu'1-Mulk was considered an innovation, and
it was opposed partly from prejudice and partly from fear.
Nizamu'1-Mulk did his best to change the existing system
of administration. First of all he attempted to reform the
Court abuses which were casting their malign influence
on the entire system of Government.

Koki Padshah, a woman of great charm and cunning, in
collusion with Khwaja Khitmatgar Khan, a eunuch of the
palace, invited bribes openly from the nobility and others
desiring high offices in the State. This practice had under-
mined the moral prestige of the Emperor who was supposed
to be a party to all these fraudulent transactions. In spite of
great difficulties in his way, Nizamu'1-Mulk well knew that
the time had come to act resolutely and to undertake the
reform of the administration to which the public had long

1 Op. cit.; Khafl Khan, vol. II p. 930.